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A Message from the 
Chief of Supply Corps

It is a great honor to have been selected to serve as Commander, NAVSUP and 49th Chief of 
�6�X�S�S�O�\���&�R�U�S�V�����,���O�R�R�N���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U���V�X�S�S�O�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Z�K�L�O�H���Z�H���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���Z�D�U�À�J�K�W�L�Q�J��
readiness, strengthen the unity with our mission partners and allies, and build highly motivated 
and competent teams.

�:�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U�����������������$�F�W�L�Y�H���	���5�H�V�H�U�Y�H���2�I�À�F�H�U���D�Q�G���(�Q�O�L�V�W�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�����V�S�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
���6�X�U�I�D�F�H�����$�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����8�Q�G�H�U�V�H�D�����(�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����H�W�F�«�������D�Q�G���D���8�6���&�L�Y�L�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H��
workforce of over 7,000, the Supply Community’s collective strength and perseverance are 
stronger than ever. Despite COVID-19, we have embraced the challenges this year has brought 
�X�V�����K�D�U�Q�H�V�V�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���G�U�L�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����<�R�X�U���V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
duty, while shouldering personal responsibility at the same time, has been instrumental to 
limit the spread of this virus, and shows me you are always adapting to advance the mission.

The ability to adapt and persevere in an increasingly global, interconnected, and intensely 
competitive environment is critically important to logistics in the 21st century. This environment 
demands our very best leadership, engagement, and alignment, using a whole-of-Navy 
approach. To create the supply chain performance we need, it’s imperative that we manage 
supply chains differently, no longer accepting uncoordinated and fragmented decision-making. 
�7�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���1�D�Y�D�O���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W���6�\�V�W�H�P���6�X�S�S�O�\�����1�6�6���6�X�S�S�O�\���² 
a new design approach that will dive deeper and broader into our supply chains and drive  
end-to-end supply chain reform.

�7�K�L�V���L�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���D�Q���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H���W�R���E�H���D���1�D�Y�\���6�X�S�S�O�\���&�R�U�S�V���2�I�À�F�H�U�����:�L�W�K���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����,�·�P���F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�W���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���V�X�F�F�H�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�X�V���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���R�I���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�����V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G��
�O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�U�À�J�K�W�H�U���W�R�G�D�\�����W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z�����D�Q�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V��

Thank you,

Do Good...

Do Right...

Do What is Honorable...

      P.G. STAMATOPOULOS
      RADM, SC, USN
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Supply family,

Autumn is upon us, where has the time gone in this virtual world of ours?  �is will be my �rst autumn in Mechanicsburg, 
and I’m looking forward to the trees changing as the foliage here is beautiful.

�is issue highlights our supply team’s daily contributions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and to the mighty  
aircraft carrier, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78).  But, before I touch on those topics I will make a few public service 
announcements.

First – Advancement results.  We’ve done well across the board, congratulations!  For those selected, I challenge you to  
put your boss out of a job, whoever that boss may be: a second class, an LPO, a chief.  I challenge you to continue to  
mold a legacy of excellence in your new leadership role.  For those not selected, keep at it, ask the questions, and stay  
positive; your time will come.  Read more – lead more, for both groups!

Second – Career updates and changes.  �ere are a lot of changes ranging from PFA to advancement and evals.  Visit  
the MyNavyHR site regularly and get on NPC to look at new NAVADMINs and ALNAVs at least once a week.  Own 
your career and know all of the potential options for growth and advancement. 

�ird – Leadership.  As you may have noticed, we have a new commander of NAVSUP, Rear Adm. Peter Stamatopoulos.  
He’s passionate, he’s real, and he’s all in.  He’s the kind of leader you get pumped to go to work for; quite similar to his  
predecessor.  He was the perfect selection to take the strongly burning torch from Vice Adm. Skubic and take our supply 
team to the next level.  If you haven’t had a chance to check out his bio, please do.  

And, if you haven’t heard, Vice Adm. Skubic has continued onward and upward, representing the supply family with  
brilliance.  She was selected and con�rmed to be the very �rst female Supply Corps o�cer in history to achieve the rank  
of vice admiral and is now serving as the director of the Defense Logistics Agency.  �e supply legacy is strong, shipmates.

Okay, onto COVID-19… though I’m a little tired of talking about COVID, it’s not going anywhere anytime soon.  So  
it has become a part of our daily battle rhythm as we execute critical missions; it continues to be our new “norm.”  

Stay positive, embrace the change, and stay vigilant.  Continue the practices that you’ve heard so many times.  Face coverings, 
hand washing, distancing, sanitizing. More importantly, please make sure you’re coupling those with communication (stay 
close despite the distance), wellness (use resources when you need them), awesomeness in mission accomplishment, �tness, 
and a little more sanitizing.

Lastly, a bit on Ford – “Integrity at the Helm” – a �rst-in-class, �rst redesign of an aircraft carrier in over 40 years. 100,000 
long tons and over 1,000 feet of freedom honoring our 38th president with its name and motto, while aligning perfectly 
with our core values of honor, courage, and commitment.  So, where do we �t in?  Well, funny you should ask… Ford is 
complex, sophisticated, and lethal and it will need supply experts every step of the way as it continues post-delivery test  
and trials period and beyond, well into its expected 50-year lifespan.  

With over 10 million feet of electrical cable and four million feet of optical cable alone – how important do you think  
getting the right parts at the right time to Ford will be?  How about the 15,000 meals a day our culinary experts will  
serve?  Or the ships store, barber/beauty shop, or laundry that our Sailors will serve in with distinction?  

Be proud of your contributions; we own logistical sustainment and supply chain integration across the �eet.  We wield  
the power of determining the quality of life for Sailors and families around the globe.  We own Sailor care. Be proud  
and never underestimate the gravity of your positivity, initiative, competence, and character.  

Please know I’m here if you need anything, career or otherwise – shannon.t.howe@navy.mil.  

See ya in the �eet, soon, I hope.  All Day, Every Day!



IV

Fall 2020
THE PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OF THE NAVY SUPPLY CORPS

1709

3924

44

09
SUPPLYING THE FUTURE 

OF NAVAL AVIATION

17
SUPPLY CORPS OFFICERS 

LEAD SUPPLY CHAIN TASK 
FORCE FOR NATIONAL 

COVID-19 RESPONSE

24
SAN DIEGO NAVY POST-

AL FACILITY MEETS, 
EXCEEDS INCREASED 

COVID-19 MAIL DEMAND 

39
PATH TO SURFACE  

WARFARE SUPPLY CORPS 
OFFICER ON ZUMWALT

44
FACE OF DEFENSE:  

FROM PERU TO  
U.S. NAVY CHIEF

49
OBITUARIES

50
RETIREMENTS

50
AROUND THE  

SCHOOLHOUSE

51
AROUND NAVSUP

Editorial Staff 
JANICE DERK
Publisher

MATTHEW MORRISON
RUSSELL STEWART 
DEBRA DORTCH
HANNAH RAINEY
LEE MUNDY
Editors

LEE MUNDY
Layout & Design

Cover: The Ford-class aircraft carrier  
USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) transits  
the Atlantic Ocean. –photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class  
Ruben Reed


































































































































